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Part 1: Read the text. Then match the idioms with their meanings.

Street food businesses are becoming very popular, especially in busy cities. Many vendors say
their food is selling like hotcakes, especially during weekends. However, running a food stall is
not always easy. Owners often have a lot on their plate, from preparing ingredients to serving
customers quickly.

Some new business owners try to do too much at once and bite off more than they can chew,
which can lead to serious problems. In fact, poor planning can be a recipe for disaster,
especially when dealing with food safety and customer service.

To attract more customers, vendors try to spice things up by creating new flavors or unique
dishes. These ideas can give customers food for thought and make them want to come back
again.

1. To take on more than you can handle ________________________________

2. Something that makes you think or gives you ideas ________________________________

3. To make something more exciting or interesting ________________________________

4. A situation likely to go badly ________________________________

5. To have many responsibilities ________________________________

6. Something that sells very quickly ________________________________

Part 2: Read the text carefully and fill in the blank summary.

One of the most popular street foods in many Asian countries is grilled meat on a skewer, often
sold by a local hawker at a small food stall. These vendors, also known as street vendors,
usually set up their stalls in busy markets where their food is often selling like hotcakes.

Running a street food stall may look simple, but most hawkers actually have a lot on their plate.
They must prepare fresh ingredients, cook quickly, and serve customers at the same time.
Some new vendors try to do everything alone and bite off more than they can chew, which can
quickly become a recipe for disaster if they cannot manage their time well.
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To attract more customers, experienced hawkers try to spice things up by adding new flavors or
sauces to their skewers. These creative ideas often give customers food for thought,
encouraging them to try something new.

Although being a street vendor can be stressful, many people enjoy the job because it allows
them to connect with customers and share their culture through food. With the right skills and
planning, a simple food stall can become a successful business.

Street food is often sold by a _______________________ at a small _______________________. A

popular dish is meat cooked on a _______________________. Many vendors are busy because

their food is _______________________. However, they usually _______________________ and

must manage many tasks. Some people _______________________ and cannot handle

everything, which can become _______________________. To attract customers, vendors try to

_______________________ with new ideas, giving people _______________________.

Complete the summary using words/phrases from the text.

Part 3: Your Turn - Write a short paragraph (100–150 words) about a street food
in your country.

You must:
Use at least 1 idiom


